Searching PAJ 



1/2 ^— v 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



(1 1 publication number : 2000-1 57484 

(43)Date of publication of application : 13.06.2000 



tol;lnt.UI. 




Afii r 1 /nn 

AD ID I / UU 

G02B 23/24 





(21)Application number : 


10-336188 


(71)Applicant 


: OLYMPUS OPTICAL CO LTD 


(22)Date of filing : 


26.11.1998 


(72)Inventor : 


OGAWA TAKASHI 








NAKAMURA TAKEAKI 








YOSHIMOTO YOUSUKE 








FUTAKI YASUYUKI 








YAMAGUCHI TAKAO 








TATSUNO YUTAKA 








HIGUMA MASAICHI 








KISHl TAKAHIRO 








KURA YASUTO 








NAKATSUCHI KAZUTAKA 


(54) ENDOSCOPE 
(57)Abstract: 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an endoscope 
capable of preventing a flexible outer-tube and the 
like from damaging during a negative pressure process 
on autoclave- sterilization and, in case of check- 
valve failure, preventing a drug solution from flowing 
in the endoscope, during soaking in the drug solution 
for washing. 

SOLUTION: A communicating tube 31 which forms a 
ventilation base 9 is protrudingly set on the partition 
wall of a connector body 7, which water- tightly forms 
a space 30 that is communicated to the inside of a 
flexible insertion part of an endoscope. At the inside 
of a base end side, a check valve 41 is stored and, at 
the upper side, a communicating valve 33, which 
communicates or closes between inside and outside, 
is set. When it is autoclave-sterilized, by mounting an 
opening cap 8 to the ventilation base 9, the 
communicating valve 33 is opened and, owing to the 
check valve 41, an outer tube at a bending part is 

prevented from damaging due to discharging of inside air to outside, in case of a negative 
pressure process. When the endoscope is soaked in a drug solution for washing and the like, 
as it is closed with the communicating valve 33, flowing in of the drug solution into the 
endoscope is prevented, irrespective of functional state of the check valve inside. 
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